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Proposed South Australian Paramedic Title Protection Legislation 

The South Australian Health Minister Jack Snelling has introduced legislation into Parliament to 
amend the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (South Australia) 2010. In the words of the 
Minister the intent is to:  

“ ... protect the public by ensuring that any person employed as a paramedic in South Australia holds 
appropriate qualifications and training.” 

The Minister’s media release can be read here: http://bit.ly/165k482  

One of the principal features of the Amendment Bill is the use of the title “paramedic”. 

Paramedics Australasia is pleased to see the acknowledgement of the professional role of today's 
paramedics and the risks involved in health care performed by paramedics. It agrees that the protection 
of title is a vital step in protecting the public from the possibility of being treated by untrained or under‐
trained persons. 

Paramedics Australasia has long advocated for national registration of Australian and New Zealand 
paramedics to protect the public. An Australian government inquiry under the auspices of the Australian 
Health Ministers Advisory Council is currently underway to consider the regulation of paramedics. A 
similar process of review is underway in New Zealand. 

Within Australia, there is overwhelming support from public and private practitioners and other 
stakeholders including the public, unions and student paramedics for the national registration of 
paramedics under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law and the Australian Health 
Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA) framework. 

Paramedics Australasia recognises the SA move as an overall positive transitionary measure and has 
provided in‐principle support for the proposed legislation. At the same time Paramedics Australasia 
believes that the long term need is for a national scheme to regulate the paramedic workforce ‐ given 
that paramedics work in many settings across the nation, offshore and in the public, private & defence 
sectors.  

Crucial to this regulation is the definition of role and the criteria used to define a paramedic who 
currently may be qualified through several educational pathways including Degree programs, VET 
Diploma courses, other VET Qualifications, In‐Service training and various educational programs obtained 
overseas. As the peak professional body for the profession Paramedics Australasia has developed and 
promulgated comprehensive guidelines and definitions for paramedics to provide a consistent national 
structure for paramedic practice. 

Paramedics Australasia has already met with members of the Minister’s Office and the Health 
Department of South Australia to address the issues associated with the practical implementation of the 
proposed legislation. Among the key issues is the adequate provision within the regulations for those 
paramedics who may be qualified through various recognised mechanisms at this time but who do not 
currently hold a Degree in Paramedicine. 
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Paramedics Australasia believes the Government must consult widely to avoid unintended consequences 
such as denying the title to existing persons who are practising legitimately as paramedics but who may 
not have undergone the bachelor degree pathway of qualification.  

Paramedics Australasia has received assurances that extensive consultations will be held with 
stakeholders in determining the definition of a Paramedic and the drafting of the regulations under the 
legislation to ensure that any changes are implemented with sensitivity and that various measures such 
as ‘grandparenting ’ will be applied in the transition period of implementing the legislation. 

In summary, Paramedics Australasia’s view is that jurisdictional regulation is a transitionary measure, and 
the only effective long term approach is national registration under the established regulatory framework 
of AHPRA and the National Law provisions as for other registered health professions. 

Paramedics Australasia will continue to meet with the SA government in identifying and resolving the 
complex issues involved and will report the outcomes of our discussions as further information becomes 
available. 

For any further information, please contact either the signatory below, Paramedics Australasia Policy 
Advisor Mr Ray Bange (Mob:  0412 723 821, Email: ray@bange.net.au) or SA Chapter Chair Mr Glen 
Cuttance (Mob: 0417 866 491, Email: glen.cuttance@paramedics.org.au). 
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